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Greetings in the name of the One who is the Creator of all!

This month, we go from summer to autumn.|] Aut
For those not up on those terms, donodt welgrry
of dollars are riding on your knowledge of astronomy and planetary positions during the year, know-

ing what the autumnal equinox is (or not) will probably not change your life. But in case yoy are inte
ested, or have signed up for a game show, the autumnal equinox is one of two times during the yea

when the sun is directly over the eartho

s eq

between September 22 & 23.The other equinox takes place marking when spring begins gnd is call

the vernal equinox between March 20 & 21.
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For me, thatissofascinathg c ool 6 i n today6s vernacul ar].

I f it werenot for the wvariation in the p
earth would not get the best sun exposure to help with vegetation growth, temperature co
even rest for the ground and natural systems of the earth. All because the earth spins on g

"God saw everything that he had made,
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were
ished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he
had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work
he done in cre@2B8NRSN. u Genesis 1: 31

! https://www.britannica.com/topic/autumnaluinox
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God created the world so very carefully to go through seasons to make life here on earth
even pleasant. God was able to balance i
In each part of this life here on earth, there are moments, or seasons of birth and growth; t
more growth and harvest; transition; rest/death; and rebirth. In the life of the earth, in our p

lives, and even in our spiritual lives, this cycle keeps on turning. We all have been at points

when we have been changed by something that caused you to stop what you were doing,
dead, and be reborn in Christ. That something is God through both the Holy Spirit and Chr

You are Godds greatest creation! And God

and repentance; thaw in the warmth of grace through justification and forgiveness; and spr

reborn in Christ to grow even more as a Christian in the summer Son. Like the earth, we a
on otilt.o6 A bit imperfect, but situated
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lives of love and service. We experience this life from all angles because God knows it is the best w

to be exposed to all that life is. Nothing and no one stays in the dark forever.

Enjoy the beginning of autumn with all its wonderful harvest goodies in anticipation of the 1

pst late

fall and winter will bring. Share those goodies with all those around you in need. Think abgut how

you can share the blessings of the sun and the Son with all you meet.

And remember God | oves the o0tiltedd you

Happy September! See you in church!!

Laurie, your Pastor

2017 Annual Charge Conference
October 12, 2017; 7:00P
At Scottsville UMC

ALL REPORTS ARE DUE in the office on or before
SEPTEMBER 19, 2017

(Some reports are due in the conference office two
weeks before the conference starts: Sept. 28!!)
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September 2017 Sanctuary Servants
Worship Team
September 3
Wor ship Assistant, 9:00éécéeeecee. eéeééq.
Greeters, 9:00éééeeceececéeéeéeéee. e. . ¢ Md d g
Ushers, 9:00ééeceééeceééeeééee. .eeeée.Pqul
Contemporary Assistants, 11: 00 eeéégcéé
September 10
Wor ship Assistant, 9:30é. ¢eécececeeceeéeéeé.|éé
Greeters, 9:30 eeéééééééeeceeceeee. Ellme
Ushers, 9:30 ééeeéééeecéeééecéeééee. . éeecé.
Contemporary Assistants, 11: 00eécécécéc
September 17
Wor ship Assistant, 9:30é¢é¢éééeeceee. . édee
Greeters, 9:30ééceééeeceé. eeééece € 4c¢é.
Ushers 9: 30 ééééeececééeceééeeeéeéeeeée. ... |Bo
Contemporary Assistants, 11: 00 eéeéég. é
September 24
Wor ship Assistant, 9:30ééééécecececée 4éce
Greeters, 9:30é¢éecéeééeceée.ceéeééeée. éée. |Ru
Ushers 9: 30 éééeecéeééeéeeéée. eééSunday $ch
Contemporary Assistants, 11:00 éééeéeegcece




ALL Children are Welcome to come and EXPERIENCE the LOVE of GOD!

= Children will experience social interactions with children their own age
< Children will learn Bible Stories through interactive lessons, crafts and ggmes

< Children will learn quickly that they are an important part of our church family

Sunday School begins September 17th at 9:30 am during the

Traditional Worship Service
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FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Beginning Sunday,
September 10, 2017...

9:30am ..o.oivieiieeeeen Traditional Worship
9:30 @M ...oveiiieeeeri €. Sunday /
*10:00-11: 00 améééAdul t Sunldayp

*10:30-11: 30 améééAdult Sundaly¥
11: 00 a mé é éEont@mporary Worship

* 2 Adult Sunday School Classes being held
Pick which time is best for you.

Let's all 90 to Sunday School




ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

¢IT A 40A0AAU AQOQAONUzEA 1T 8ExX OEED ( /

Hnviting all women and please bring a fri¢tidase join uBues Sept 12tior

our UMW meeting atomin fellowship hallWe will catch up on each others
summer adventures and we will host speaker Debbie Colby, RN who will share
her experiences as a field supervisor with Eleanor's Gardens LLC, a Hospice
care service. Our mission outreach this month will be to bring school supplies
for children in need. Please join us for sharing Faith, Fun and Fellowship!"

Prayer Shawl
Ministr,

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

The United Methodist Women are crocheting or knitting prayer shawls to be
given to members and friends of LUMC who have lost family members or who
have a serious or long term illness. We are looking for knitters who could help,
also we are asking for donations of leftover yarn you may have or donations of
new "worsted weight" (4 ply) yarn so that we can continue to make the prayer
shawls.

Thank you! Please contact Debbie Letham or Carol Annucci for more infor-
mation



'1on Class 2012018
Langhorne UMC

We are now taking new students for the

Confir

2017-2018 Confirmation Class.

Students need to be 13 years old or older, or starting the 7th grade this fall (2017).
If they have NEVER been baptized in any church, we can take care of that as well.

Students and parents MUST understand that Confirmation Class is a commitment, and once enrolled, at
ance is required, and parental assistance will be needed for chaperoning the trip and retreat as well as
on classes and assisting with the class project.

Thesigaup chart is hanging up just to the | &g

Classes will run from September through May, with a confirmation retreat scheduled for Februar223018
at Pocono Plateau, and one Saturday trip to Old St. George UMC in Philadelphia on Saturday, October
2017 in the afternoon. There will also be a service project that the students will design and implement th
selves. Depending on what it is, there may be other hours or days that will be needed to complete the pr
outside of classtime.

Classes will run about 1 %2 to 2 hours from 6:30p to 8:30p on Thursday evenings.

Rev. Laurie Pfahler will be the instructor.

Tentative schedule

(subject to change with the life and needs of the church)

September 21 & 28
October 5, 19, & 26 (with Philly trip Oct. 14th)
November 2, 16, & 30
December 7 & 14
January 4, 11, & 18
February 1, & 8 (with retreat on Feb 225)
March 1, 8, & 15
April 12, 19, & 26
May 3 (we will add May 10 if needed only)

Confirmation Sunday will take place at the traditional service (9:30A) on

MAY 20, 2018, Pentecost Sunday
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S ewardship

sharing the giFts we have been givcn

"Celebrating the offering is a spiritual act of worship every believer can

actively participate in each week. Giving becomes a celebration when the

believer discovers the joy of generosity, which grows out of God's grace."
Melvin Amerson, Celebrating the Offering

We Give

To belong to our congregation is to ble a
polite way of referring to financial |gi vi
One character i n some fothesdneastaharged lpydhe mdstere s
to care for the masterds property. Il t] i s
the steward is responsible for it and is accountable to the master. So it is, said Jesus, betwe
God and us. As Gododos stewards we have| thr
Receiving: We receive with joyful thanksgiving the many gifts that God showera upan us
time, talent, treasure, our bodies, our friendships, natural resources, and the beauty| around
Managing: We take good care of what we have received. We manage these resdur¢es wise
for our own good and the good of others.

Giving: OQut of our gratitude in receijvi ng
look at four kinds of gifts that we receive, manage, and share:

Our time

We did nothing to earn the hours, the days, the weeks of our lives. Time is a gift of God.
How we choose to use it is a matter of stewardship. Some people lead lives of frengtic activ

ty, always ovaaxtending themselves to the point of exhaustion, while others sit around in ap-

athetic boredom. Some spend dl ther hours serving the needs of others at the expense of
their own, while others live only for themselves.

As Christian stewards we try to manage time wisely and in a balanced way. And we
time gladly to family and friends, to strangers, to the community, the church, and to

(Cont 6d)

give out
purselve




s¥ewardsh iP
sharing the giFfs we have been given

Our abilities
Do you remember Jesusd0 parable of t heé
money to manage while the master was

and talents. How we develop and use these talents is a matter of stewardship. Like
servants i n Jesusd ditoolikethe thwds outcohfear wercan &
them (Matthew 25:43D).

As stewards, we acknowledge the gifts we have without apology. We develop them
practicing new skills and putting our talents to work in ministry.

Our resources

We may think that our financial resources are our own. But when we recall that the

t h
awa
two of t
idet

further,

time, the

energy, the good health, and the opportunities for employment behind these dollar$ are all

gifts from God, we see that the funds belong to God too. We are the stewards; Goc

is the

owner. So questions about what we earn, how we earn it, how we save, spend, and give it

away, are all questions of Christian stewardship.

One vital aspect of our stewardship s o
that giving is most effective when we commit ourselves to give a definite proportion of our
income through the church. For many, this proportion ieotte or a tithe. Whatever the

amount, we have discovered the joy in gi\
topd of our income, not whatoés | eft aqver
ARExcerpt from The United Met hodist Membe
21, George E. Koehler E 2006, Di sci pl esh
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CAITH PROMISE

» PARTICIPATE IN WHAT GOD IS DOING =
gmgaw‘wa@

Faith Promise Giving Encouragement

As a church, we've embraced Jesus' Great Commission and have accepted God's

call to ¢

culturally share the Gospel. We support this global ministry through our Faith Promise givir

which provides financial support to several missionaries.

It is both the privilege and the duty of the Christian to send missionaries by means|of gene

ous financial gifts. In ways beyond all human understanding of logic or of math, Ga
our gifts, multiplies them, uses them, and repays the giver with blessing.

When we make a Faith Promise, we are trusting God to provide. Focus on your fait
and His ability to do the unexpected.

Please prayerfully consider how you can bring your Faith Promise giving up to date
you forgot to share a blessing that came your way? Or maybe you feel led to suppc
global mission ministryplease indicate Faith Promise giving on your offering or pew
lope.

Encouragement from your Missions & Outreach Ministry
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MEN’S

BREAKFAST -

7:00-8:30 a.m.
THURSDAY Mornings at the

Great American Diner

Rte. 1 Langhorne

We meet every Thursday & same time o same place!

All men are welcome!

Keep current with Langhorne UMC throughout the week by

1) Joining us on FaceBook
https://lwww.facebook.com/langhorneumc/

2) Joining us on Twitter
https://twitter.com/langhorneumc

3) Receive church emailsend your-enail to
bill@langhornechurch.org. and say Sign Me Up!




Mark your calendars for the

Blessing of the Animals

3 Saturday, October 7, 2017
fx ;\\
10:00 AM
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Our sincere thanks for the wonderful outpouring pf love and
prayers during Andrea's lengthy iliness this past year. Some sent
cards, some brought meals, and most of all everjjone prayed.

thank you again and again.Words cannot adequdtely express the
overwhelming sense of caring that we felt and cgntinue to feel!

Love Andrea & Bill

\_




Our Church Finances
Finance Committee, Chuck Boyle, Chairperson

July 2017

Our financial picture continues to be a positive portrait. As of the end of July 2017 our revenues
are ahead of expectations and our operating expenses are below expectations. Our bottom line is
very close to breaven. Typically at the end of the summer we carry a significant negative bottom
line, but this year we are doing bit better. Thanks go out to our loving congregation. This picture
could change, but for now we are looking financially stable.

For the yeato-date on the revenue side our total revenues equaled $189,700, which is $4,100 above
our budget, which is very good. The major differences between our budget and actual revenue are
noted below:

Total offerings came in over budget by $6,300. The main reason for this was a generous and much
appreciated offering of $6,000. Please keep in mind that large offerings like this cannot be counted
on every month.

The Wednesday night dinners have generated $1,000 more than what was budgeted. Not only do
we have the opportunity to enjoy a wonderful meal, but we also help support our church.

Investment returns from the McKay Fund are $1,400 less than budget. We have checked with the
Trustees and they confirmed that there have not been any changes in the way this fund is invested.
This may be a reflection of over budgeting a bit.

Facility usage fees are $1,000 below budget. This is due to a lack of use of our church for weddings
personal gatherings, etc.

Fellowship and refreshment giving is $200 less than budgeted.
Gifting for the altar flowers is $200 less than budgeted.
Sunday school offering is $300 less than budgeted.

On the expense side for the year we reported total expense of $190,100, which is $3,200 under
budget. The major differences between our budget and actual expenses are noted below:

The Missions Conference was not held this year resulting in a $500 reduction in expense.

Our Youth Director volunteered to generously donate his services to our church which resulted in a
savings of $6,000.

(cont 6d)



Our Sextonds compensation and supply expense
Utility expenses are currently $3,800 below our budget.

Various other staff compensation areas are showing in total $1,600 in savings when compared to o
budget.

Mission School expense is $200 less than budget.

Altar flower expense is $500 more than budget.

Moving expenses for Pastor John were $800, which was not in our budget.
Lease expense for our copy machine is $300 more than budget.

Property taxes were $8,700 more than budget. This expense was paid in July but budgeted for the
month of August. Next month we will have the reverse impact to our budget as the actual tax bill is
close to the amount budgeted in August. This is just a timing issue.

Payments made to the Methodist Conference are $400 less than budget because of the change in
tors.

Sunday school supplies are $200 less than budget.
Youth transportation is $200 less than budget.

This leaves us with a net operating loss of $400. This is good as we had budgeted a loss of $7,300
this period. This small bottom line loss should turn to a small gain by year end if we continue to con
trol our expenditures and catch up on the offerings that were missed over the summer when many
us were away.

As of the end of July we have $55,000 in the L.U.M.C. general fund. This is the financial cushion th
we need to move forward. Our cash position has decreased over the summer because of our offeri
decreasing.

The Reserve Giving Fund continues to grow nicely thanks to our congregation. As of the end of Jul!
the balance in this fund is $8,000.

Faith promise offerings have decreased this year and we are currently dipping into the faith promise
cash reserve to continue funding the missionaries that our church supports. We are only short by a
proximately $300 a month, but the cash reserve will at some point run out. Different members of the
mission committee have spoken to us about this during the Sunday services. The finance committe
just wants to keep our congregation informed.

I f any member of the church would Iike to re
pl ace a note in the finance committee mai l b






