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February 12February 12February 12   

ò Lessons from the 
Primariesó 
I Cor. 9: 24 -27 

February 19February 19February 19   

YOUTH SUNDAY 
ONE SERVICE ONLY AT 

10:30 a.m. 

February 26February 26February 26   

ò Not Even Death!ó 
I Peter 3: 18-22 

February 22February 22February 22   

Communion  
Ash Wednesday, 7 p.m.  

Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 

February 5February 5February 5   

SCOUT SUNDAY  
Communion  

ò The Value of Our 
Churchó 

I Cor. 9: 16 -23 
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February 2012 

Greetings and Happy February!  

I recently had an opportunity to attend an 

Interfaith meeting of Christians, Muslims and Jews.  I 

had been invited by one of my (many) doctors who 

himself is a Muslim.  The meeting is held at a host 

place every other month or so.  Anybody can attend 

and they have; people from all different religious or 

non -religious backgrounds.  Everyone gathers and enjoys a schmoozing 

time with refreshments and introductions.  Then they are divided up into 

small groups, given 4 -5 questions and converse with each other in 

response to the questions after which they re -assemble and share 

highlights with the larger group.  More schmoozing, refreshments, setting 

of next meeting and departure.  

I went on the invitation of my friend, not really knowing what I was 

going to experience or what would be expected from me.  I also felt led 

to go because it was one of those things I just knew I must and should do.  

I didnõt have to argue with myself or convince myself as sometimes I do 

when deciding to attend something.  It was just a òthis is right and goodó 

to be a part of.  It was a mixture of anticipation, refreshment and 

enlightenment.  

I learned a number of different things I had never known before 

straight from the people who shared about their own personal beliefs, 

and I was just trying to soak it all in.  Nobody was proselytizing or 

debating, but all were encouraged to speak honestly and freely.  I 

couldnõt help but think of the slogan of the gym where Ange and I 

exercise ñòJudgment Free Zone.ó   

One particularly interesting piece of information I was 

picking up on was shared by a Jewish lady.  Her response 

was to a question posed to the group, òWhat is one thing 

about your religious background that may often be 

misunderstood by others?ó  She shared that òitó was that 

the Jews are called òthe Chosen.ó  At first I thought, òWell 

yes, arenõt they?ó  She explained that in her research of the 

ancient Hebrew language and text the real translation is 

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR½S DESK...  
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that the Jews are òthe Choosing ones.ó   A bit different tense of the word.  

It suggests or implies not so much a passive recipient as really an active, 

take responsibility, intentional kind of person.   God gave them the 

opportunity to respond to His Sovereignty in their lives and make a 

decision or òchoose.ó  Now, how true is that for the rest of us?  All of òusó 

are given the opportunity to make decisions everyday.  In any given 

situation we must decide what needs to be done or not done; what we 

should do or not do; say or not say; what is the right thing or wrong thing; 

what is good for just ourselves or for others; what will please God or 

displease Him, etc.  Remember that when we choose to not make a 

decision, we already have made a decision!  WE are ALL the òCHOOSING 

ONES!ó  Scripture calls for us to òchoose this day who we will serve.ó 

Elsewhere in the scriptures we read òas for me and my house this day we 

will serve the Lord.ó 

Church and BEING the Church presents many 

opportunities to be Choosing People.  Attending, praying, 

giving, serving, participating, growing, learning, forgiving, 

loving and much, much more are before all of us.  What 

will be your decisions or choices this year?  Who will you 

serve and how will that be evidenced?  

 

See you in church, Church!  

Pastor John  
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ðfrom our Minister of Congregational Careé Bill Bryan  

SUPPORT MINISTRIES UPDATE 

Boundaries  ð  We recently finished up our weekly study entitled Boundaries: 

When to Say Yes, How to Say No to Take Control of Your Life  by Henry Cloud and 

John Townsend. At the end of our study the group was asked òWhat was the 

most significant concept you are taking away from this study?ó The general 

consensus was coming to a realization that the concept of boundaries comes 

from the very nature of God himself. In creating us in His òlikenessó (Gen. 1:26) , He 

gave us personal responsibility. He wants us to be responsible stewards over the 

life he has given us. To do that, we need to develop boundaries like Godõs. 

Those who were able to attend the final few classes expressed a great desire 

to have an ongoing support connection where we could continue to check in 

with each other. Currently we are considering a monthly support meeting that 

would encompass a check -in time, a time in Godõs Word, a time of topical 

discussion, and possibly even a meal. Initially we are planning to meet at a 

public location one evening a month. Stay tuned for additional information 

about upcoming meetings. You need not have attended the recent Boundaries 

Study to attend these support meetings, but it would be helpful if you did read 

the book so that you could have some relevant background.  

Who should consider attending? If you are feeling overwhelmed by the 

demands life seems to be putting on you then maybe this gathering is for you. 

Having clear boundaries is essential to a healthy, balanced ð physical, mental, 

emotional, and spiritual ð lifestyle. If you think youõd be interested in receiving 

invitations to these gatherings please contact me, Bill Bryan, at 215.847.2130 or 

bbryan104@comcast.net.  

Unchained  ð  Unchained is a ministry of 

Langhorne United Methodist Church dedicated to 

supporting individuals and families caught up in 

the throws and effects of destructive life decisions.  

Who should attend? òAnyone in bondage to the 

rule of substance, activity, or state of mind, which 

then becomes the center of life, defending itself 

from the truth so that even bad consequences 

donõt bring repentance, and leading to further 

estrangement from God.ó ð Edward T. Welch, A 

Banquet in the Grave.  

òLORD help!ó they cried in 

their trouble, and he saved 

them from their distress. He led 

them from the darkness and 

deepest gloom; HE SNAPPED 

THEIR CHAINS. Let them praise 

the LORD for his great love 

and for all his wonderful deeds 

to them. For he broke down 

their prison gates of bronze; 

he cut apart their bars of iron.  

ñPsalm 107:13-16 NLT  

ñCare Notesñ 












































